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FOQUIPMENT REVIEW @

Focal-JMlab
Electra 1037 Be Loudspeaker

Peoelved value s a pecullar thing.
When Focal launched dhelr “cheaper
than Utopda bt a kot of the same
technology and perfommance” 1M Ba
srttes, the diminutlve 1T Be stamd-
rncaind, 3t B3K by the time you'd liked
it 1o Besbening helght, was always going
tas bk expensive, a fael ammed home
uneeremonioishy by ks biggar brother,
the 1027 Be. With an identical tootprin
the floorstander managed (o add
twice the number of drivers and thiee
times the cabinet volume for an extra
Ehoetsand pounds. Mind you, that didn't
shop us ehoesing e review the 1007 Be,
soanedhing of & no-beainer glven oar
prodracted loyve affakn with the vard o
Micro Uleplas — and realky liking whal
we reard. Belng naturally cynieal It
s easy o worder wivether the | 027
might not ke rather more shosw than
go! Would It do enough exira in temms
ol bandwidth b overconme the inlerent
advaniages and appealing clanty of the
smalber two-way? It was a clise call,
wilh preferences tending eo fall with
imedividiel Bsbenars midseal demands
ratlver han any inhemem supedority on
the par of cne speaker or the other.

But, perceived valse |s a pecullar
thing. Mow we have the 1T Be, the
T8 ewen bigger and more slrapping
brodhier. Om the face of 1t yeu ged an
exira lour inches of cabine helght
and another bass diver o justify &
substaniial §24K jack in price, ved
siand the two speakens et io-each
ather, each with thelr cost promimently
displayed and the 10GT il beobs the
betier value: go llgure. And ihat's
bved e yous Hsten bo Ehem...

In praciice, there's [ar more toihe
1037 Be thamn meels the mpid glance,

by Reny Gregory

Thee 2500 peure by lbum twes ey

amnd W-zandwich midmnge unit ane
shaped with the rest of the moge (which
naturally includes the recessary
models for 5.0 channels or more).

"5 the bass drivers where things ged
hinky. These anc albnes [80mm units
im place of the 27's 165mm ones

i b, they chemeand 4
cabinet that's both

a couple of
bniches
wider and
dlesapsar,
proposions
hidden by
the greater
hedght. The end
pesult ks a far
muoke substantial
bzoking speaker,
although one ihat
showws modest
adhvaniages over

the 1027 on paper al
beast, Those looks are
not deceptive, sach
37 adding nearly 2idkg
L the 27's 33kgz mass.
el in retum (& only
delivers an extra FHz ol
extension while drioppdng
the minkmum impedance
b 3.3 Ol Olmce agadin,
youl need bo ook a linke
closar: compare the —5d B
point for the two designs and
youl see that the bofiom end
om the 37 is subtly fuller with a
quicker rodl-ofl. The crossover podni
k= bower oo, 230Hz as opposed o e
F50Hz of the 27_ And then then:'s the
elliciency; up 2dB, which may not
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soind like mueh antil vou factor kn
that exira low-frequency extenshon.

S that's where all that extra swepl
area and intemal volume have gone!
Suddenly you book al the 1037 Be with
new respect. This s one potentially
potent package.

The bsobd ziyling of
e Foscals will eliher
appeal oo or i won't
— bt alf |east s nod

anonymcisly Inshpid.
| With “yedlow® and *red”
wods] oplions (o offsel
e grey and brushed
aluminium balfles they
shonbd eoexisl happily
i a bioad Fmnge o
aenviromments The
apeakers are single-
wirexd and the base
extensbons allow for
splking as well as
presvicing & conbrolbed
egress for the massive
downweard liring
et The grilbes e
meal bk defindtedy
bresd dliscarded for
listening
O cotse, the
real beauly of the
10T Bes lies in
el wersatiling.
R efficlency
mrzans Ahal even
relatively modest valve
ampes shoald have o
problem diving them
ras we lound oul in ihe
syatean reviewed in [ssoe 500 A decenl
lumnge of meetal at ikhe cubpal will desl
with that low-ish impedance but the [
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& FOUIPMENT REVIEW

P tancwidth and low-trequency eneny
geeneraled by this speaker will nkwvays
prlasecss e e husis on the extm gHp
ol & pushiqpull cuipal stage, Ul comrse,
there's atso the cplion of & qualck and
aglle s lic-shate deskam. or with A00%
ol poswer handling on offes yoo coald
g o brokes Whilchever route you lake
youd apiibchly disooyer thiat Ehese Focals
clermeanel quudivy fiest — and that quality
Evettesr b bl (nonmisdcally
cotierent fasliion

Wy ihe emphasis on coheppes?
Cireal speakers aie all about balance:
i balance of siaties; tonad bakance;
bakaniclng cne ond agabnst the ol
This kast & the cne thol eally concems
us hiere = and 1e's parily abou the
clesygm (ksell, parthy about bosw you use
I, Focal's 25mim WAL iwerted dors
breryllim twecker mny b o step
clemsn Tecsnt U omee used In the Liopla
sihes bt it delivers chean. extended
adidd abeove all guick high-frecuendckes
which would b the vy of mamy
it flagshilg model, Whist mokes the
LT 20 special s tht ifs e moss
albordabde speskar in the mige whiere
tHhee bosbfoam e com keep wp, for
quindity and quantiiy. But “caen® and
Sl e B diflerent things, amd
Hisielin bes ehi il

B el Hlee bessa pesponse B2 lull
bl mol especinlly deep, givon the
saze ol the spenker's cabinet, This is
all about quality mid-bass, the crickal
e that glves instramenis so mach
al thelr solidity, mussie so mach
ol (b= scale, impact and authority,
Thie 10378 s imbid-bass begutidully,
prroesching i wiilh fexture, piench and
enengy o those three divers and
ks hinmiungois port. Bait you need
i b B working with the room and (n
Hime wilh the pest of the mnge o i
all pets missy real guick. That means
caretul poadboning and an wmp fhal
gels a gl o e bkl el — s
quiestion of nofure as much is sheer
prowetr, Belleve me, I Hhis bass armives
b e Biile Labe yoon've golng o
kieow bt il Boll becauss of the
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bass wedght Msel| and the coplms
wilh ihe clasity and precision of the
lioap=imd.

I s Lhee 10375 with amps
s warled as the Ayre MEHs ihe
TEMAD Linear Bs and o Malm 282/
HbCap 250 eoambsination
— e laller because of
excited feedback Troom
Malm dealems wihio've
pxpeneneed] this speake
nned whikeh, leaving lved witl
the combbnation, | can fully
undemsband. Having said Lhat, &=
imipresshve as each amplifier proved
| know fromm past experbence wihil
an astnnkshing job the [Rtle Pure
Soand A5 can do and | suspect e
Sugiden integrateds or o Super Mali
imighl prove equally Infemesting —
bt moee of thad lnger

Wiy was Lhe NalmdFocal
coanblntion that e bie special®
| sspect i's to do wiil the way
thee hesttcamend of bath prodisces is
vobkeed, Hie Nalms always axcelling
in the wren of mid-bass dibve and
purch, a voleing which accoums
For thele sense
ol

pace awnd

thmlng —smd whicl
dovetidls with the HET s demands
pentectly. OF course, whils on the
o hand the 250° grip was weleoms:,
It's s an amp thil lkesio work
o bt @ ki the context of ihis
Foscinl's pedatively mbld hmpedance
demands {In Babm fermna) and high
elficlency, It was barcly breaking
sweal. [t would be interesting

to Imvestlgate the swings and

roundatoais ol the lower powersd

altematives in He
ERTHTITEN

N

Oince ol ve gol

e godng (which means placed
relitlve to slde and mar walls with
comnaldemble came, absoluiely
verbdal and loed-in just so® ) you'll
b pewarded with music of scale anpd
uiforced chariy. Sucl ls Lhe solkdiy
ol the performers, the kecos and
separalion within the soaid-field andd
ihe flubdity of the Hming and pace

ol the musle hal the pedormmanee
samply sleps away from Hhe system,
you'ne Hstenbng o the players, nol
the syskemm thal's playing them,
Tt sl 0 B brue? Beser e get
b4l heawen® Mo bao the barmes bidl
dedinitely o touch of e lker - bt
bt sponin = feoke o Phee 36 4K asking
price led me axpdaii. Flsily — what
these speakers don 't doc they den’
seld up & palpalle acoustic sgraeo
with real dimsenstonality and
botindares. Even dven by
ihe MERs, they stmply don't
e Dhe bow! frequendy
ebenglon lor that. Hor do
they chinnge thie scale of Thaeb
preenkation fo mabeh recopdings the
winy thial a full-ramge sysbom does,
Bo the At Pepper Qulnget k= spresad
across e saimee widtls as the Basle
bl bamal, 1t's il ndividisals who vary
i skoe, Daoses thal matler? Depends
on yoair prioptes, and how mach
value you place on this speaker's
comnslderalde stenghs b

* This v one ploce where | iske msue with Focal; the spiees pronded ane beautiby poished bt may
b shiet ged there™s so-optios fir polahed nurfaces | stongd Be WO pn g pcled of fisile elemesty
CeraPer feet, threaderd into (heir ME Ferralen. These mbeifaced pesfectiv with os wedl 23 probecting)
it Tk, ik mipl] ank indbineg miniie positional changes anil geaning e ijsoskes v Dl o8 ol ity

drowd . [, amdl Py Tocdosd ety codd Ton
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@ FOUIPMENT REVIEW

The inpebide bsall bt musieal
presence and vitalitg, The solidity
ol yolces andd Insfromenis &
part by down 1o the Toe e snd
srpun il don, Bhe resolution of dymamlc
i, bl 1's also o Giection of
the natural Eonality amd lieck of edge
Thee | DET mimnane Lo sound sweel,
el WL, WIThouwt Bresng «hogged o1
sluaggish. Instand , Loy e dynamic
ane Immediate changing pace el
jumigng vhythmie uedbes witlom
diuttering or breaking siride. Thene's
diebve snd impact aplenty; snd sure-
ookl bass lines fo underpin ihe
miansie. Whether i's the convolulbed
fluldity of Rormon Watt-Roy or Hhe
grimiblbng Bowed bass mmolodies of
Ciorechki's Tl Symnplawny, nodes are
pltch dellnite enougl e eilont|essly

Bl T heetr lhmees. Thiese's also enough

- aned lexture lo (lool boss naoles,
keeping them lve and inrayelling
overlapping liyers.

Th expresie, agibe oy
frequiency loundatlon lends
peesence and immedkacy to il micds,
coficenimimg your atlemdesn on
the sl pushing the sysbem (ki
o the backaround. Whatler iFs
thee frogibity of Mancd Gelfliths or (e
micwe Fobuist chionmes of Padtl Smith,
this speenker allows you to peally
appreciate the charcher, lnino
wniel hipmamity in & singer, the
pibaiange i el somng. The teeble?
l's almast an sltesthought, which
b pralse Anedesed, Just like e warous
diamond tweetes, ihe's so litle
edge or fee thal i's completely
unohinsive. Bul where some s
Fomie e stepchonge fo dinmand
hared 1o make. there's ncy Apparen
clubiness on lack of energy hore.
Instead, W slmiply sounds so dghi
woill mis longor Bother 1o notice il

Haoll thete things oael e, ged
Heemi working i concen and vouve
gol o phenomenil Balamce of rasical
virues, Propsety posilioned, the
1 Ts make perlomances blg, bold
wnd engaging. withoul over-powierning
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them oo lacking the subdlety for o string
it 10's micre s ok delivering

the mislelans” (il express)ve and
enscdbonal rnge. and allowkng e
mishe as much impack as it deminds
{ bul only wlhien | demands. [1's
nlmost as F, somew here m the deslan
prrcrcesa, somelsody wotind the [un
cesnfrol pounad loswards s end-stop.

This spesake

dhelivers @n
awlul lol ol
exacily whid
ks prikish:
impoatanl, in

a package thal (il
the appropringe canep will work
Hier wiasd meajoriy of roons wit o
vissally dombnating them, This may
ol Iwe Focal's best speaker, bil s
theelr bessl vnluse design ¥ a il
Which bekngs us back o hal

wiheshe valie thing. [ oam (ust se the
oilitvaie will large on the laces ol
thioses wibhio fee] ihat any suggestlon
thal o ¥6AK prodisct can be deseribed
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a5 i bargain. Bl conssder this:
o can T lsten bo g speakor, you
can onky lsten fooa svstem — and
e systediy Il.i|||||w.| 10 gl @rent
resilis il of the 1T s astonishingly
allcndabbe. Tl wasrlois Integraled
e e menbiomed barely broak
the S 1K borries. Aadd o that e ol
that the spenkers are single wired
i & seriomshy pood systom (e bedler
sysbem than most of us can dieam
ofj cim b hed for 58K plus o soures
componenl. | never thoaght yau
colld pet this much muosic lor hat
kind of money. Bellese me, th
mestlls are sstonishing kel

TECHRICAL SPECIFICATIONS

T T=whry bens refes
[rives fomplement:  Ee Tamm 1AL mver el
beplum rorme e
B Tk W sandie ich
el iange

1n TEATIN W sardeich
ey

AR He 43l
il ¥ T He

A3k

A1k nonenal

|l o 13He

Eéficen oy
Impedanie
13 Obany melmamam
Tuber and AcHa
T4 W 03 1vmm

CrBsower Folm
e s (i Dk

We=ight S1kn &1

Fsbstes: flack baffies with
Clasks (pady or Sgnare
(st w2 el e
wiles

Pk Lo

| Dvstribginr-

Fracak- I8 ak §11K] Ead
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