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ith the introducton of the 1000 Be series in 2005, Focal
slipped iss exclusive, high-pedommance beryllinm tweeser
cue ol the stuffy ||-c-rx|m Utogia series and anto a sleeker,
more stvlish, mons modern form.

The scand kepe pace with the new look: from warmish,
comfort-food nch to Eater, leaner, low-fat nouvelle. The
) 100 Be series |.'!'\|'|I.'JIL|‘II Focl to the amenton of a sew seg-
410,995/pait. ment of the audio enthusiast markerplace and, according to the company, the
number dm‘lx handsoime, foantanding 1027 Be ($7995 pair), enthusasncally reviewed by Sam

M.w'lﬂ Tellig in Srereplitde in Maowe mher 20015, qmrLl-. hecame a bestaseller

374-106 nue de lAvenis 42353 La | Focal's new Electra 1037 Be (810,995) is cssenmally a larger. more powerhul
Mmtﬁhmmm} | 1027 De, with the latter speaker’s basic anchstecture and components. Both are
04 77 43 57 0. Fax: mmﬂn | three-way, bomam-ported designs, and both feature Focal's exclusive 17 inverted

65 81 Web: wwsefocaltmife USdis= | beryllium-dome oweeter with Infiniee Acounstic Loading (IAL) enclosare and 64"
mmmm ]55 | W :I|i-.|:-l'I‘L."‘i' . In |'-|.‘.>'-;- of the 1027 two 6% W cones, the 03T features
Lawrence Paquetts Industrial Y three T W rs, witich should resulf in imyproved bass extencon, dymasmic
mmm!ﬂm;m | capabilicics, and scnsiiviry, :
mm - (BBE) 656-0686. The Electea 1037 Be's stack of three wwofers necessitated a 6" henght morease
m&p&lnﬁmﬂ!n. over the 1027, ta 497, though the 1037 iz onky 17 wider and 27 deeper. Sull. it

wewSherepphie.com, by 2007 B3

© STEREOPHILE - 07-08/2007 - Ref.JM08072007ELECTRA1037BEUSA1/1.PDF
Sélectionné par / Selected by Focal-JMlab - Tel. (+33) 04 77 43 57 00 - Fax: (+33) 04 77 37 65 87 - www.focal-fr.com



'H"I:IB]}I almest 40 1k mere: 112 Thbs
cach. The result 5 a @l graceful
mip»:ng_ wedge-shaped  strucmre
with staimed redwo side l:hl‘.'l:'lu
ﬂ:r:} hlack airved hatfle, recessed

tvers, aad fush-mowneed grilbes. 1t |

P the most i.‘tt.rll:l'i.\-:—luul'mg
speaker Focal has produeed.

Faclory spees

Last smmmer, when Canadasbased
Americin impormer Andio Plus Ser-
wices found out [ was il.'tc:mf.m;;h'iﬂiuls
Top Audio Show [on oy own dime),
they invited me m:]n. a devour (on

MEASUREMENTS

TRARRRRREEI]

© STEREOPHILE - 07-08/2007 -

FOCAL ELECTRA 1037 RE

their dime) 1o visit Focal in France,
betore thinig on to the UK for the Hi-
H News show ar Heathtow Airport.

My fist Fremch seop was the Roman-
busile village of Bourbon-Laney, home of
the Gujt.HF wooslworking and

making Factory, where Focals faminare-

| quality speaker enclosures have been

I:ml:mrﬁm]wmdtdmiﬁlﬂ

: 00, Pocal was
§ Gav HFs outpat, and wo hl a

49% stake in the ¢ fmm ong:
sane ansdiophile ul.dmmukcf]rm—
Faiil Gury, wisose father, Emile, had
foumeed the firm in 1945,

Moxz d:.r)t. 1 went w Focal's company
rs in Sk Bnenne, with a side
b an uﬂ-:m. ill.‘lj.Lh where Ill.r'r
nuh'thr;u' W cumn&mm:l
light, stiff sandwich of arrcraft-g
fourn and gliss fiber, the latter
pated with o bonding agent. Bocal
clams thes results o the hghtest
stiffest, hess-damped cones in the bus-
fess, (;]-Eﬁw Focal came up with thic
wlea (it imvolves yachong) and how
they worked For years 1o bring 1t o
fruition are stories that should be told,
but nat here) Focal is vertically infe-
gratcds its speaker desgness can spedfy
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the precise mass, rigidiey, and dansping
factar rrqmmd for & parscular gnﬁ\:--
umat Coue, these Tr! changing the
thickness of the glass fiber, and then
produce the sorual cones=all ar this
same faciliny,

Then came 2 tour of the main factory,
where Focal assembles by hand i pre-
minm drivers; makes all of #s crossover
neeworks and abisainum, Ao, and
beryllimm mverted-dome paeeters; aid
where & semi-avtomated driver-assen-
bly production line, designed and builr-
i house, lets Focal continne to buld
drivers for its lower-priced lines in
Frame instead of subseurcg them o
China, s mear companies have done.

Assenbly, cesting, and bexing of the |
finished boudspeakers also tike place in

the main fictory. To elimmate an- |

tomer confsion, the parent compay, |

Fogal, i in the process of
from its producs the [Mlab bran

fle, ereate ams enclosire with nonparal-
lel sides. This mhibirs standing waves

FOCAL ADMITS THAT DIAMOND DOMES ARE THREE
TIMES MORE RIGID THAN BERYLLIUM—BUT THEY'RE
ALSO ALMOST FIVE TIMES AS HEAVY, AND THUS, FOCAL
CLAIMS, HAVE A FAR SLOWER RESPONSE TIME.

named after company founder
| LmLtﬂﬁmﬂtFﬂiﬂE{?ﬁ

Electra 1037 Be
| e 1000 Be series uses whar Focal
calls Advancrd Ganuma® cabiner con-
mmmwlm.}:wm&nmkpn-
r].n,v-m i thicknes and radised
nhmdm. murer the ourved front bat-

measurements, cantinued

—
e
——

and ereates o low-diffraction environ-
mhhmﬂhﬂuw
rared into 2 curved, self-commatmed alu
mimim strocture that matelses :l:::
Frost baffle's coatoir Y

The midrange driver and e chree
woofers are set back into recesses {n
the haffle. Two grilles whisse curves
match the baffles contovr are moume-
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ed fush vath the surface of the haffle
o crcase a clean, integraied appoar-
ance. A removable  wire mesh puck,
held in place by concealed magnees,
protects the et

The midrange drive-umil operanes
herween 230Hz and 2kHz, Whale
cxiending this drivers range w the
more eypical 23kHe or 2.7kHe region
(or up o 4.8kHz, in the case of the
Peak Consuk El Diablo, which |
revicwed in May) lus tee potential
improve the syseem's mna :lruilrhm
continuity by having a single driver
generate the Iuﬂf insgrimental and
vocal fusdamentals, seaming occurs as
the crossover freguency riscs amd the
cone diameter exceeds the sound's
wavebength, Heaming tesiles in an
overpolite, “mellow” soutd caused by
the speakers baabiliy o deliver

}FDfRL ELECTRA 1037 BE

cnough presence-region  frequency
CACEEY FECIN

Oe nr];nn]'l.sm!i for the 1000 Be
semes was o maove thee crossover poant
down o 2kHz o avoid the beaming
problem and to take advanzage of the
L- Al tweeter's fast e
in critical 2-4kHz range. Accord-
ing to Fescal [sind Bsase Newton too, I'l]
bet), scecleration & inversely -
tianal to mass, Focal's mmmm
stiff berpllivem are both chinner and of
far lower mass than Focals own alo-
rinam and sl fweeTeTs and,
the company's literature elaimes, the
highly moured deposited-diamond
domes made by “ochers.” Focl admis
that, as a marketing cool, diamond is 4
bery's best friend, and that diamond
domes are three dmes morne nigid than
beryllivm—baor they're ako almoss fise

timmies as Ieeavy, and this, Focal clims,
have 2 far shower respoise tine,

Ome way to get greater bow-requen-
o extension from a beryllum tweeter
would br w ncrcase o s, bt dhat
would be ﬂl&bﬁuﬁnﬁ. Instuad, Focal's
EIETInEErs e a Powom surmoand
fan wveried dome s onech Bhe o
woofer), aned place the deiver i 2 small
durminnm TAL emclosure thae nﬁ
e o wle 2 near-infinie-
load. l‘m thot the combination
of the very stiff beryllinm tweeter and
the TAL enclosure es pearly flat

se from 2kilz to 4kHz, along
with improved definition and disper-
ston, lower distorton, and a drop in the

tweeter’s low- resonance to

680Hz, obviating the need for steep fil-
tering near the 2kHz crossover 1o the
medrange drver,
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The :P:l:lﬁuﬂ:inns Focal Fﬂwi.-ihl:]
did show wery low distorton in the
twerier's passhand, and an impressively
smspoth high-frequency respanse that
was virtally Fat o 20kHz, with &
Inigh-frequency resomance juse beyond
20kHz of lowr i.mPEIl'III.{i' and narrew
Q. tollewed Er:,r 3 steep rollodt and 2
response extending oo arund 40kHz,
The ewceter's impailse response was
equally inpresive: very st and well |
behaved, with 2 fast wentling tdme.
Yould think such mesurements
indicate exceptionally smoath Frequen-
oy response and uneoboned soumnd.

Easy selup, riveting sound
Placed where virually every ather pair
of sprakers has worked well in my
roam, the Electrs 1037 Bes immediste-
by lived up w the high level of perfor-
muanee promsed by Focal, Even the
sorts of seams and i that jump
ont in my early listening o moss

akers, which ofien fade ino

had] over fme, never

shoswed up.

While the Focals neather plumbed
the depehs like nor produced the Cin-

ic of my referen-
o » the Wilion Audio Spe-
caltses MAXX Zx, they easify com-
pensited for those minor acts of omis-
sion with: top-co-bottom - traks-
parency, resolution, and cobedvenes,
The Qim 1037 Ve was as fase anc
tightly sprang in the bortom octves
a5 it was in the middle and rop ones,
Tns brnf!dl'umn wweeter dispemsed with
“air™ amd rkle,” ing them
with real m 1 could mﬁy v
the seumchtige,

Transients were faster than slarp,
approaching the ease, physicality,
and e speed thar les yoi kiow,
even from down the block or around
the corner. thar you're hearing lHve
music, not 3 recording. And bass
notes reproduced by the 1037 Be
had exal epeed, carity, and dean-
ness, unmarred by cabinet “hang-
mf"l-.;r blesit,

Cold eolamtions add Kmn.' 3
and brightoess, Warm onies E:If:n
chestiness, thickness, and « i
sludginess, 1 well as hoots, honks,
and hollowness, The Electra pro-
duced mktﬂ:ﬂl;ntium, wither cold or
wearn, Like the Audio Physee Seorpio,
which seemed 1o just be and proved
to bave il]lpm:iw:])‘ e mom
respoise (though many more prob-

lemis when measured  semi-ane-

choically, for what that's worth), the

1037 Be seemed to melt mo the

| woolbwork w become one with the

masca] universe of and tomak
especially the latter o "
Rhino's recent refssoe on 180gm
vinyl of Joni Mischells Blur (Reprise
M3 2038) suspended 1 startlingly clear,
compact  appartion  of  Mirchell
between the Electras, The salidity ansd
three-dimensanality of her voice were
matched by the delicacy, rransparency,

would | and cffervescence wwally produced

enly by nbboa, electroatatic, or planar
magnetc driven.

You dom’s want to hear any chesty
residdine weighing down the vosce, but
the sbde, low-frequency percussive
taps slipped into the mix of “All 1
Want” should have testure and weigh,

ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT

ANALDG SOURCES

PIGITAL SDURCES

and sound not at all briede or card-
Tayhor's yitar should ring dieanly. with

the strings and body g w:?’rm
ace. :ﬁ Elmmdrmd it all wch
ﬁemﬁ. as well a5 with ‘m Ol
Man™: the plano’s peronsi ACECT
was in plesin hm its rich,
woondy, fmbral everrones, while the
wide range of caprossive prossurcs in
Mitchell's chording were effectively
and subsdy comminnicaned,

The moody, Coltranc-esque itle
rrack of guirarist Pat Martino’s East!
(BACDACD, G}IC-"HUbi]L‘ Fideliry
UDSACD 2008) sounded every his
like the somewhst flywed bue immedi-
are and ransparent 1968 recording tha
it is, and while the piano exhibired the
boay, distorted coloration rypieal of
thar era, ir didw'r ger losr in addicive
larcr-midrange slop, while the dehi-
cately drawn percussion shimmered
cleanly against a black backdsop,
Locked into the right channel, the
soniiid of Martine’s bollow-body elec-
tric guitar belicvably combined wood,
bes, srings, and the soul of

IHgOneTy.

While some speakers’ speed and
almaost colorless neurality scem to flac-
eer particulsr musical genres or ewen
spacific ismumens, the Elecr 10375
of closely miked aoustic guitan: or of
sodo oboe, violin, or pino; or of lush

imassed serngs of s esembles: or of
female or small jaxz encembles;
or af well-engineered
reconding that made it way onto the

lower midbass, the 1037 Be seensed mw
extend down smocthly o the hmits of
ats bowe=regjuiency and then just
wop, Tt of you think thas the 1037 Te
therefore sounded lean or hass-chy, that
wts hardly the case. Low bass was there
when i veas called for, and waso’t when
ot wasn's,

The resule was & mimble, fast,
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extremely well-texmured  fonndation

that grpped, leld, and supponed
wagmg abere i, rhythmically and
tomally, Recoadings of solo piano—such
as Lydia Actymuw's perfommance of

Schumann's Humaredke in B-flaz Majoe, |

Op20 (LE Chandm ABR 1029), sim-
ply recorded 10 a highly reverberant
W—un!'nhk'rl watly l.mwlll,. CVeTh-

handed somic precison aerose the |

breadih of the keyboand, free of -
nant hot spots; in soft SHSEAECS, the
lower octaves never faded into the
TEYCTIETANE COTs.

The Electras’ m:l:r?dﬂwnu' cipa-
bilities, while wery pood, i.‘t‘ﬂlkr::l'l'
maitch the explosivencss of my Wilson
MAXX 2s—hardly :-urprisinﬁ. Ve
the Focals' smaller size and far bower
price, When pushed, the 1037 Be sim-
ply ran out of steam without losing it
compesare. The 1087 was at its mose
revealing at the lower end of the
'ah.l'l'lﬂﬂ.'li-(' ﬂ.‘:lk'., r\v:lducinﬁ the sllu".
sutbele dynamic :E'u&: that give reaand-
o music that allimportant breath of
lifie, Credit the nggelity ard low inass of
the drivers For that, along watly wlar
sppears to be a very saff, well-con-
strucred cabiner. Greater muacrody-
nanne detail can be hadl. but only by
spending a lor more.

The 1037 Be's upper-octave perlor-
mance was 15 smooth and  well-
behaved as it was below, producn
effortless, unforced, grain-tree detadl,
high resalstion, and subde bue speczac-
ubar mamsparemcy.! Sall, my addition of
a pair of Townshend Andio super-
tweeters (peviewed by At Dudbey in
Movember 2004, “Follow-Up" m
comc) kdicated that the last vestiges of
air and extension were beyond the
HIET Be's alulities, However, as 2 com-
plenscat for the bomom end, the Foal
tweeler's voscing was prshably ideal.

I hadl o complaint aboat she W37
Be's performance in the midrange,
where its combination of speed, sup-
plemess, and velvery smocthness free of
cven a line of congestion produced
onforeed, uncolared vocik, and believ-
ahle instrumental cexvares and conakioy
rivaling these of the mwose impressive
lavdspeakers ar any price thar Pve
he The sound of Norah Jopes
voice on her latest allim, Mot Too Lare

1 v e mnnvaedisacly sppuscsr shae the HET B’ bersl
s twerser o emerably Snicr andd mote oslvilg
than the atamimn owe Fecal wcls B0 Wikon Akl
Spocialtis for pe in Wikons MAXK 2 (Wios
Maihes rcimiais the by other speaker rmakoer go wbich
Foudd oo o sl | chi-umm )

| FOCAL ELECTRA

(LP, Blue Now/Classic 3 74516 1),
recorded all-analog amd mixed o &
Jhips tape, was eerily real. When she
whistles on one wack, iv we real,
| The picture painted by the Eleotra
10375 was somewhat
smialber than char pro-
duced by some other
| speikers of  similar
size, with good hut not
| expansive stage width
| amd somewhat Erited
height. Moving dhe
= ,qkl.'rs farther apart
g‘fger a wader mu}:;.
stape tended m dissi-
W :hl-' |."L'|Iﬂ.'n.-.|ﬁ"r 'J"
the cemter image,
I while changing the
rake angle did nothing
| 3 incresse  shge
hl}ight.

Orverall, though, the
Focals' picture  was
proparrionally cormect.
Within  the stage,

images were solid and

The Elecies 1057 De's cabaned

loudspeakers that scemed o deliver 2
seamless, cohetent, buldess presents-
tiom iy terms of ronalisy, harmonics,
anc thythim, with lirmitations l.'ll'l|"' ac
the extremes of Feguency, dynamics,
and soundsaging, | never
bounal them oo |.‘-ri.[__.'ll¢' ar
tao dull, ar too lean, or too
arything. Tl few “not quire
l_'l'HJl.Ij;l'ls" WO OILISSHS 50
far out of gy theae T conld
eastly agmare e,

The Elecia 1067 Bes
remained o my system for
almcat three monels, ver my
as 1 indght, [ coubda't fid a
eam. i the speaker’s fre-

vency bakinee, 'm certin

at, at least in my room, it
Ptmdun:cd the !!l‘_IlLH."rlﬂ'Stu
most  colierent  requency
respoise of iy speaker Tve
revsewed, and especially of
any maodel thar  exrends
ddevarny i the 30Hz region,
The result was among the
maost convincng and believ-

W well  focused : 5ot able expression of instru-
withour being  too - - o mental hammenises Pee herd.

sharply etched, and

were of proper sze

While 'm wsed o the MAXX 2
much larger, deeper, and especially
raller sound picture, the Elecras
smvoath yet detailed, always sobid pre-
| sepitation mever Biled to engage me.

Conclusion
That a compary can design and build
outstanding drive-units doss noc guar-
anter that that company can make
great loudspeakers. Over the years,
| though admimedly vnder less-than.
wdeal show conditions, T've never
away from 2 Focal-JMlab demo
with a prear deal of enthusinsm. In che
| early years, | thought the company’s
[ ¢ gpeakers sounded oo bright and
Filsely =airy.” Even the Liest version of
the Grand Utopia Be, which T heard m
the company's own huge, well-trested
listening roou, while coquisite en wop
and b the mids and able to deliver the
full wesght and dynamic espabilities of
| the finest symphonic recordings,
soumded uwmluﬁ-rﬂ on the botmom
| and too fll in the midbass, though |
understand why others mighe like such

JSD'I.EII.IJ_

The Electra 1037 Bes were a differ-
| ent story: a pair of attractively modern-
locking, beautfully buily, moderarely
| p‘l’irl;‘dgl,ll'ry today’s higlh-end standards)

enmire pansl resonancp.

The Eloctra 1037s had

limitatims a1 the extremes

af fn'qu:'m"g.‘ aid Ll_\-'illll:liL!‘. and their
soundstaping was les than expansive.
If T had to assign any pegtive anmibuote
o the Pocal's ovesall presentagioa, it
weonalel I ehat it was o the somewhar
dry and resereed side, Bot if you crave
real detail, mocurate instrumentl tin-
bres. ehythimic cemitude, utter trans-
MLTCTLCY, overall coherence, musical
r:li.n'ﬂlil'ur}'. and—especially—a spesker
that, while st mighe nos bowl you over
o first hearing, over the kong run will
keep bringing you back to the |stemng
room, and keep you happy and
erthralled through every listening ses-
saom, 1 can't imagine a betver $11,000
candidate tua the Pocal Electra 1037
Be, When the design expermse that
went ito this loudspeaker is apphed to
a refreshing of the wop of Poals line,
warch out. [ B

veaSiersphie.com. laly 2007
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