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DELPHINUS
Test Translation From Original German Text

 (Abstract)
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Christian Gather
I

taly  is well known for very good food, pretty fast automobiles and last but not least for very good design. Of course, this has a price, but if you consider innovation too, very often pay twice. But the exception confirms the rules. In this case, the exception is a loudspeaker named Constellation Delphinus is amazing not only for its innovating technique and the warm cosmetics, but also for with its really delightful low price.

The Italian manufacturer Chario Loudspeakers offers seven different series , each one with its own feature. In this product portfolio not only lovers of single-stereo  find out something, but also multi-channel fans can find some additional speakers for their main set up, to listen to a real adult surround-sound. Constellation Series follows just behind the top Academy “S” 2006, outrider in terms of innovation, design and material.

Naturally everything gets simpler and less expensive, but design philosophy comes directly from Academy. Constellation Series includes three tower-like designs, one center channel, two bookshelf  systems and a subwoofer. LYNX are the small one, while Delphinus are their bigger sisters. Both are 2-way designs with a soft dome tweeter and a 130mm or 170mm paper compound woofer. All  Constellation models, have a cabinet out of HDF and solid wood side panels in cherry or walnut. For a nice cosmetics and mechanical insensible surface the HDF parts are painted with Nextel 3M®, this very resistant ceramic material is often used for drudgery and in this case it gives the cabinet a rough anthracite coloured coating. What sounds so technical and cool is really a  very attractive contrast against brown walnut  or red cherry, subject to a precise milling work on the corners. Also the technique comes not to short in this speaker.
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DELPHINUS
D
uring the explanation of the surround sound matter, Chario stated very clearly  how much you have to invest to reproduce a believable surround sound within ordinary living rooms. Also comes out the inevitable issue of  credible “space” for stereophony too. The results of research are used  mainly with the Academy “S” Series, but they are also important for the Constellation. A straight feature of this series is for example the soft dome tweeter T38 with its 38mm voice coil diameter! Uncommonly big, with a flared front-plate profile.

This “WaveGuide” acts like a horn, taking care about definite boundary condition for energy control. If this is not wished for pure Hi-Fi loudspeakers indeed it is worth of mention as an original implementation. The spot orientation of this important mid-tweeter transducer toward the listener leaves very few energy to reach the near walls, so making an acoustical switching-off for delayed resonances. Additionally, the T38 WaveGuide relieves the work to be done by the woofer at mid frequencies, hence making easier the transition between drivers.

The woofer is in comparison a classical design. An aluminium-basket takes care for mechanical rigidity. The membrane is a paper compound and the large rubber surround talks about long throw excursion. To be a 170mm woofer-based design, the size of the DELPHINUS looks very compact, showing a good dimensions ratio. Added value comes from the dedicated stand, simple and functional.[…] with the necessary distance between the cabinet bottom and the upper stand plate to let the vent firing free against a controlled acoustical load. Xover network is fixed directly to the binding post on the back-panel.[…] but no bi-wiring is allowed.  If we take a look at the whole: used materials, finishing, know-how and design, it is not straightforward to trust the moderate price of € 1,300 a pair, stands included.

Well, there is absolutely nothing to complain about. The listening session  fulfilled our expectations, with a lot of power […] Lows and highs are noticeable and expresses themselves with sonic pressure rich of  a fresh sound pattern. Unpleasant tones, hiss or exaggerated mids are absolutely far. […] Delphinus never hides details […] surely much of the merit is to be given to the WaveGuide concept […] Constellation Delphinus

is an outstanding compilation o cosmetics, technology and sound at a seductively low

price. 
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